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Today the United States joins with the international community in sending a simple and
unequivocal message: violence against women and children will not be tolerated and must be
stopped. The United States places a high priority on this issue of fundamental human rights
and global security. I am pleased that the Security Council, chaired by Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, unanimously approved a U.S.-sponsored resolution that will increase the
protection of women and children in conflict. In particular, the resolution focuses on one of the
most abhorrent features of modern war: the use of rape as a weapon and other forms of sexual
violence against women and children.

The dignity of all human beings must be respected, and their rights protected. I applaud
the United Nations and its member states for standing together to confront these despicable
acts. I honor the courage that is shown every single day by women and girls facing hardship
around the world, who have such an important role to play in resolving conflicts and advancing
peace. And my administration will continue to support the right of all women and girls to live
free from fear and to realize their full potential.
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